3i6                              GREAT AMERICANS

several weeks before.     Thus it was due to Franklin
Roosevelt more than anyone else that, when war did
come to the United States in April, 1917, the American
navy was as ready as it was to face the hazards of combat.
Franklin Roosevelt was now recognised as a coming
man.   Americans saw in him a forceful, incorruptible
politician, a man who might be trusted and followed.
In July, 1918, he crossed the Atlantic and visited Eng-
land, France and Italy.   In these countries he had con-
versations with many of the leading men on matters
connected with the war, visited the front, th'en, return-
ing home in the Leviathan, went down with double
pneumonia.   So he came back to doctors and nursing,
but soon after the Armistice in November, 1918, and
while he was barely out of the convalescent stage, he
was off to Europe again,  this time accompanied by
his wife.     On this occasion his work had to do with
selling   American   naval   property   in- Europe,   arid
settling similar matters connected with his department,
and when this was done he sailed for home on the
George Washington.    President Wilson was returning in
the same ship.   He had been attending the Peace Con-
ference at Versailles, and had secured the promise of
the European nations to form a League for the abolition
of war, and now he was going back to his own land in
the  firm  belief that  his   countrymen  would   whole-
heartedly join the League he had striven so hard to
create.    Franklin and his wife sincerely supported the
President in his plans, and soon after their return to
America, Roosevelt began to make speeches in support
of the League.   He saw as clearly as President Wilson